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(iii) Panels must be placed opposite
one another in each trap.

(4) A vessel fishing for or in posses-
sion of lobster in any permit area may
not have on board the vessel any trap
that does not meet the requirements of
paragraphs (a)(1), (2), and (3) of this
section.

(5) A maximum of 1,200 traps per ves-
sel may be maintained on board or in
the water, provided that no more than
1,100 assembled traps are maintained
on board or in the water. If more than
1,100 traps are maintained, the unas-
sembled traps may be carried as spares
only, in order to replace assembled
traps that may be lost or become unus-
able.

(6) Traps shall not be left unattended
in any permit area, except in the event
of an emergency, in which case the ves-
sel operator must notify the NMFS
Law Enforcement Office of the emer-
gency that necessitated leaving the
traps on the grounds, and the location
and number of the traps, within 24
hours after the vessel reaches port.

(b) Permit Area 2. Lobsters may be
taken only with lobster traps or by
hand. Lobsters may not be taken by
means of poisons, drugs, other chemi-
cals, spears, nets, hooks, or explosives.

§ 660.49 At-sea observer coverage.
All fishing vessels subject to this

subpart and subpart B of this part must
carry an observer when requested to do
so by the Regional Director.

§ 660.50 Harvest limitation program.
(a) General. A harvest guideline for

Permit Area 1 will be set annually for
the calendar year and shall:

(1) Apply to the total catch of spiny
and slipper lobsters.

(2) Be expressed in terms of numbers
of lobsters.

(b) Harvest guideline. (1) The Regional
Director shall use information from
daily lobster catch reports and lobster
sales reports from previous years, and
may use information from research
sampling and other sources, to estab-
lish the annual harvest guideline in ac-
cordance with the FMP.

(2) NMFS shall publish a document
indicating the annual harvest guideline
in the FEDERAL REGISTER by March 31
each year, and shall use other means to

notify permit holders of the harvest
guideline for the year.

(3) The Regional Director shall deter-
mine, on the basis of the information
reported to NMFS during the open sea-
son by the operator of each vessel fish-
ing, when the harvest guideline will be
reached. Notice of this determination,
with a specification of the closure date
after which fishing for lobster or fur-
ther landings of lobster taken in Per-
mit Area 1 will be prohibited, will be
provided to each permit holder and op-
erator of each permitted vessel or an-
nounced in the FEDERAL REGISTER. At
least 5 days advance notice of the effec-
tive date of the prohibition on landings
will be given.

(c) Monitoring and adjustment. The op-
erator of each vessel fishing during the
open season shall report lobster catch
(by species) and effort (number of trap
hauls) data while at sea to NMFS in
Honolulu. The Regional Director shall
notify permit holders of the reporting
method, schedule, and logistics at least
30 days prior to the opening of the fish-
ing season.

§ 660.51 Monk seal protective meas-
ures.

(a) General. This section establishes a
procedure that will be followed if the
Regional Director receives a report of a
monk seal death that appears to be re-
lated to the lobster fishery in Permit
Area 1.

(b) Notification. Upon receipt of a re-
port of a monk seal death that appears
to be related to the lobster fishery, the
Regional Director will notify all inter-
ested parties of the facts known about
the incident. The Regional Director
will also notify them that an investiga-
tion is in progress, and that, if the in-
vestigation reveals a threat of harm to
the monk seal population, protective
measures may be implemented.

(c) Investigation. (1) The Regional Di-
rector will investigate the incident re-
ported and will attempt to:

(i) Verify that the incident occurred.
(ii) Determine the extent of the harm

to the monk seal population.
(iii) Determine the probability of a

similar incident recurring.
(iv) Determine details of the incident

such as:
(A) The number of animals involved.
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